
We Are Different Members of One Body 

 
Romans 12:4-5 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 

function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 

 

1 Cor 10:17  Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one 

bread. 

1 Cor 12:12 -13  For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.
 
For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--

Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

1 Cor 12:20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.    

 

We Have Unity: 

Of the Spirit 

1 Cor 6:17
 
But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 

1 Cor 12:13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and all 

were made to drink of one Spirit. 

Eph 2:18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 

Eph 4:3-4   eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  There is one body and one 

Spirit--just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call-- 

 

Of the Faith  

Eph 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 

manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 

  

We Are a "Together People" 

Walking and Agreeing Together 

Amos 3:3
 
"Do two walk together, unless they have agreed to meet? 

 

We Are Joined Together 

1 Cor 1:10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and 

that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 

 

We Are to Pray Together 

2 Cor 1:11 You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing 

granted us through the prayers of many. 

 

We Are Knit Together; .. to Grow Together; .. to Work Together 

Eph 4:15-16 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, 

into Christ,
 
from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 

when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

Col 2:2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full 

assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, 

Col 2:18-19 Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail 

about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from 

whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth 

that is from God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

We Are to Strive Together 

Rom 15:30 I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive 

together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf, 

  

Phi 1:27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see 

you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side 

by side for the faith of the gospel, 

 

We Are to Assemble (Worship) Together 

Heb 10:25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 

the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

 

From the evidence shown in today's as well as last week's biblical references, we can clearly see that the 

church is at the same time one and many.  It is one in the sense that it is a unified organism and many 

from the perspective that it consists of several, different members.  All of this stablishes that the church 

possesses at once unity as well as diversity.  Its unity of essence is the basis and the ground of its 

diversity.  That is to say, its unity allows for and promotes its diversity.  In this regard, the church is a 

delightful and deliberate representation of the Triune God who is one in essence and three in persons: as 

the Trinity subsists of one God, a the God who is one in essence which is equally shared by three persons 

who are "differentiated by a peculiar quality" (John Calvin, The Institutes of the Christian Religion, 

I.13.5), so the church is a unified entity consisting of several and different members. Our unity embraces 

our individuality; our diversity enhances our unity. 

 

From all the above we are bound to conclude that individual members of the church are never to 

consider themselves as Lone Rangers of righteousness.  Their righteousness, a righteousness attained by 

God's imputing Christ's perfect obedience to them means of faith alone in Christ alone, is verified and 

affirmed in the context of the local, visible church  Our identity is a communal identity. We are bound to 

be joined together as one. 

 
 


